
Congratulations on your new role as the Principal Deputy Assistant Administrator for Water. Your appointment is

an inspiration to women of color and grassroots leaders in the water and climate space. Coming from a rural

village in India to now leading water policy nationally at the newly invigorated Environmental Protection Agency is a

testament to your dedication to people and your commitment to equitable access to clean, affordable, and

resilient water systems. Pulling from your personal experiences and your work at PolicyLink, to the Director of a

major public utility, and then directing the US Water Alliance, you understand the desperate situation our

nationwide water infrastructure is facing. The need for a strong, decisive, and determined leader in water at this

moment is crucial to our nation’s long-term success.  As you know, communities from coast to coast are

depending on your decisive leadership to make equitably centered decisions that benefit the public sector and

prioritize people. Water is the most critical element to human life and must be protected. Our coalition equally

recognizes this and looks forward to a partnership where we can together tackle the nation’s water

disinvestment crisis and put our most marginalized communities first.

March 22, 2021

 Dear Deputy Assistant Administrator Fox,  
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Who We Are

 

The People’s Water Project (PWP) is a coalition of grassroots, regional, and national groups and invested

individuals working to combat water inequities and fight for bold reparative changes that challenge corporate

power and address issues of water affordability, water quality, and water privatization in low income and BIPOC

communities. Water is life, and to build water resilient communities requires localized movements fighting and

standing for equal protections and investment in all water systems, especially for our nation’s most vulnerable

groups. Born out of the Covid-19 pandemic, we started by protecting the right to clean, affordable water when

people most needed it.  In 2020, we worked to educate and mobilize people in communities across the country to

advocate for local, state, and federal water shutoff moratoria, support real water affordability solutions, and

worked with many members of Congress to introduce legislation protecting water and providing financial

assistance to water utilities and individuals facing mounting bills. Though Congress has failed to pass adequate

stimulus legislation for water utilities and bills or a utility shutoff moratorium, we have continued our fight by

building support for comprehensive, structural policies focused on the equitable transformation of our water

systems.
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As a collective, we have worked together to build the most robust multi-regional coalition to push our legislatures

from local to the federal government to prioritize and adequately fund our drinking water and wastewater

infrastructure. Through our collective decision-making process, we have grounded our work in three main

principles:

Water is a Public Good: Water systems should not be privatized and instead owned, managed, and operated by

local communities. Our water systems should never be driven by profit and instead, should be community-led and

dedicated to equity.

Water Affordability: Water must be affordable, especially for our nation’s most marginalized. Specifically, we

believe all water utilities must develop and maintain an equitable customer affordability program to ensure Black,

Indigenous, rural, disabled, and all marginalized groups receive clean drinking water without facing poverty taxes

and penalties.   

Water Quality: Safe drinking water must be the standard or all. For too many communities, clean and safe

drinking water has been ignored or deferred for the benefit of capitalist gain. We seek additional protections for

communities facing environmental racism and natural and man-made degradation through enforcement of the

Clean Water and Safe Drinking Water Acts and reparations for environmental racism, red-lining, and pollution from

industrialization, petrochemicals, and poor government oversight.

We also acknowledge climate change impacts and believe weatherization, and climate responsiveness must be

woven into all policies and infrastructure improvements. Water is the medium in which all communities experience

climate stress. Flooding is the costliest disaster that has the most significant impact on black and brown

communities regardless of their socioeconomic status or education. Recent events In Texas, Louisiana, and

Mississippi, and the 31 named tropical storms impacting towns like Lake Charles, Louisiana, indicate that our

water systems have already failed. We are now facing a compounding crisis that must be addressed with federal

dollars. Thus, we also seek to ensure all water systems weatherize by investing in affordable backup power for

water sanitation and sewerage, equitable flood reduction strategies such as the implementation of green and

natural infrastructure, and review and reform of all flood prevention systems prioritize people over profit.

The Water Affordability, Transparency, Equity and Reliability (WATER) Act

PWP is creating a nationwide solidarity movement that prioritizes water and people simultaneously. We

developed our coalition to consider holistic approaches to water where climate solutions, gender, and systemic

racism are integrated into all decision-making. That is why we are vigorously working together with congressional

representatives to pass the WATER Act.  While there are a plethora of water-focused policies introduced in the

most recent session, the WATER Act introduced by Rep. Lawrence of Michigan, Rep. Ro Khanna of California, and

Senator Bernie Sanders of Vermont is the best policy to meet the intersectional and complex needs of our failing

water systems. The WATER Act would provide up to $34.85 billion a year, without further appropriation, to drinking

water and wastewater infrastructure, creating up to nearly a million jobs throughout the economy. The WATER Act

addresses water contamination on residential, community-wide, and local levels. 
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It will require the EPA to provide federal guidance and require utilities to create comprehensive affordability

programs and prioritize funding and assistance to black and indigenous communities.

 Another major strength of the bill is it prioritizes local utilities by restricting our vital federal funding to publicly-

owned and operated systems to better invest in locally representative utilities. This month, PWP organized 550

organizations from 48 states, Puerto Rico, and the District of Columbia to endorse the WATER Act. We are still

organizing to have representation from additional rural communities, and BIPOC led groups in all 50 states by the

end of 2021. 

What You Can Do

The WATER Act and related legislation require your cooperation and long-term investment. You and your team,

along with the entire EPA leadership, must see the values we have defined and in the WATER Act’s benchmarks

for true equity in this nation. If communities cannot access clean, affordable water and be susceptible to

privatization, Wall Street interest, and climate-vulnerable systems, we have failed.

Ms. Fox, we ask that, as you define your office’s goals, you highlight what we’ve outlined in this letter. We request

that, in your capacity as a representative of the Biden administration, you endorse and champion the WATER Act,

including by incorporating the legislation into the upcoming infrastructure bill and the Emergency Water is a

Human Right Act. Lastly, we also request a meeting with you and your staff to discuss our values in detail and

work towards forming a national water advisory group representing frontline disinvested communities, including

some of our coalition members.

We are seeking a massive transformation of our water systems because we believe Water Is Life. Water does not

belong to anyone person, company, or living creature. Water is essential to all living beings and is not one person’s

or entity’s right to have and manage for selfish gain. Water is a symbiotic relationship humans must nurture

alongside our diverse ecosystems. Such grand transformations require a systemic change rooted in justice and

intentional equity. Ms. Fox, we know your work has always centered on equity and sustainability, and we share

those values with you.

We look forward to becoming your partner in our country's most underfunded yet most vital resource. Thank you,

and we wish you the absolute best in your transition to the Environmental Protection Agency. For more

information and to contact us please email Alissa Weinman at aweinman@corporateaccountability.org.

People's Water Project 



Acre Campaign

Bayou City Waterkeeper

Citizen's Action Coalition

Community Water Justice 

Corporate Accountability 

Earth Action

Earth Ethics 

Flint Rising

FLOW

First Wednesdays San Leandro

Food & Water Action

Fresh Water Future 

Greater New Orleans Housing Alliance

Occupy Bergen County NJ

People's Tribune

Recode 

San Luis Valley Ecosystem Council

Social Eco Education

The Water Collaborative of Greater New Orleans

WaterSpirit

1199SEIU, United Healthcare Workers East 
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People's Water Project Coalition Leaders


